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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text38: 5
	Text39: In 08-09, 65% of the university's food budget was spent on sustainably produced or harvested food,  5% is certified organic. Representatives of Bon Appetit visit local suppliers every year to observe.  
	Text40: Willamette complies with the Monterrey Bay Aquarium’s conservation guidelines for seafood and theSeafood WATCH sustainable guidelines.  All seafood comes from the West Coast.
	Text41: 65
	Text42: All dairy is rBST free.  All eggs are cage free shell eggs.  All beef is raised sustainably and is free of therapeutic antibiotics and hormones. All Pork and chicken used in our cafes are free of therapeutic antibiotics and hormones.  
	Text43: At least 35 percent of the food options are vegetarian. Vegetarian and vegan options are available at breakfast and lunch every day. Bon Appetit offers a vegan station in the main cafe every evening, and the evening meal is positioned to offer up to 65 percent vegetarian options, through side dishes, etc.
	Text44: Bottled water has not and will not be sold in vending machines or cafes. This has been a University standard for the past two years.
	Text45: Willamette has a five-acre farm and a 30-by-40-square-foot on-campus garden that are staffed mostly by students, with some faculty assistance. Both employ organic practices and the produce goes to dining halls on campus and a local food bank.
	Text46: Undergraduate majors/minors: environmental science (willamette.edu/cla/ees), biology (willamette.edu/cla/biology), geography, economics, politics, anthropology, rhetoric and media studies College of Law: Certificate Program in Sustainability Law (willamette.edu/wucl/innovative/certificates/sustainability) Atkinson Graduate School of Management: Sustainable Enterprise Certificate (willamette.edu/mba/sustainability)The Graduate School of Education is launching an Env Ed/Sustainability Ed track this fall.
	Text47: Students often pursue these as independent projects, theses, or grants.  Two students last year built a wind turbine, one built a solar panel. Senior thesis projects this year include Rainwater harvesting, and campus PV feasibility.  In ENVR 490, students design and teach sustainability workshops for the Salem community, this year including energy & water efficiency, composting, urban gleaning, and  healthy food for kids.
	Text48: CLA courses <http://www.willamette.edu/councils/sustainability/reports/Sustainability Classes 2010.pdf>, Law Course (see #1), AGSM classes (see #1)  
	Text49: Joe Bowersox (../~jbowerso/public_html/VITA-04b.htm), Wendy Petersen-Boring (../cla/history/faculty/petersen), Robin Morris Collin (../wucl/faculty/profiles/collin), Karen Arabas(../~karabas), Kimberlee Chambers (../~kchamber), Susan Kephart (../cla/biology/faculty/kephart), Sue Koger (../cla/psychology/faculty/koger), Nathan Sivers Boyce,(../cla/economics/faculty/siversboyce), Susan Smith (../wucl/faculty/profiles/smith), Don Negri (../cla/economics/faculty/negri), Scott Pike (../cla/ees/faculty/pike),  Elliott Maltz (../agsm/faculty_directory/maltz.htm), Nicole Thibodeau (../agsm/faculty_directory/thibodeau.htm), Rebecca Dobkins (../cla/anthro/faculty/dobkins/index.php)
	Text50: The Center for Sustainable Communities <http://www.willamette.edu/centers/csc/>Certificate in Sustainability Law (see #1),  Atkinson Graduate School of Management: Sustainable Enterprise Certificate (see #1).
	Text51: No.  But 26% College Colloquium (required) sections over the past 5 years had a sustainability theme.
	Text52: 33
	Text53: 
	Text54: Willamette's green purchasing policy requires the use of paper products and carpets with recycled content and green cleaning products. Willamette also has mandated that all future appliance purchases will be Energy Star compliant. Bon Appetit, Willamette's food service provider, has a policy of not purchasing styrofoam products and only buying to-go containers made of begasse, a natural product that is recyclable, 100 percent biodegradable and compostable. Purchasing restricts furniture purchases when possible to items that are durable (demonstrated long life), renewable (refinish or repair) that are locally produced.  Finally, bottled water is not sold in vending machines or in the cafeterias on campus.
	Text55: 40+
	Text56: All office paper is from EarthChoice paper, which has about 20% recycled content and is certified by the Forest Stewardship Council and the Rainforest Alliance; 63% percent of paper towels in academic buildings and 100% in residential buildings includea minimum of 73% post-consumer recycled material.
	Text57: All Dell and Apple computers (approximately 98% of total purchases) we purchase meet EPEAT Gold requirements. By policy if an EPEAT qualified product is available that meets our need, we will purchase it over one that is not. 
	Text58: Bon Appetit, Willamette's food service provider, does not use any styrofoam products, and to-go containers are made of begasse, a natural product that is recyclable, 100 percent biodegradable and compostable. Bon Appetit charges 25 cents for to-go containers to encourage customers to use reusable plates instead.
	Text59: Yes, this was recently enacted as a part of the comprehensive campus copy machine contract with Xerox.
	Text60: No - Because the Willamette campus is so small, and is located in the middle of downtown Salem near stores and other services, a shuttle service is not necessary. However, the university does provide an “emergency ride home” service for all mass transit and non-auto commuters. The university provides a “qualified mass transit subsidy” for those car-pooling or using inter-city mass transit.
	Text61: A student-run campus Bike Shop provides a free bike rental program in addition to maintenance and repairs, safety information and route tips for all community members. New bike racks were added in multiple campus locations in `08-`09.
	Text62: A car-sharing program is available to all students, faculty, and staff through Zip-Cars.  Two vehicles — a Honda Civic Hybrid and a Subaru wagon — are available to drivers in the Willamette and Salem communities.  A rideshare webpage connects carpoolers, and the university provides a “qualified mass transit subsidy” for those car-pooling or using inter-city mass transit. City bus passes are available at Campus Safety for 50% of the normal cost.  Community members purchasing a parking pass are encouraged to purchase carbon offsets to cover estimated emissions from commuting.  The program is currently opt-in, will become opt-out, then mandatory.  Finally, we include materials promoting alternative transportation resources in the orientation materials for new students.
	Text63: 37
	Text64: 
	Text65: 71
	Text66: 
	Text67:  ?
	Text68: We have been unable to obtain reliable estimates to date because waste and recycling are not weighed before being removed from campus.  However, the Marion County diversion rate is estimated at 58.4%, and 93.5% of the waste from Ford Hall construction was recycled.
	Text69: Recycling receptacles are widely available across campus near almost all trash cans, and in some places, depending on the situation, in place of trash cans. Every desk in every office has both a recycling bin and a trash can, and recycling bins also are available near the tray return areas in the dining facilities. 
	Text70: Recycling is readily available at large events, and many times the facilities crew also separates misplaced recyclables from trash at these events.
	Text71: Fall leaves are gathered and composted for use on community gardens. Willamette's food service provider, Bon Appetit, composts about 35% of food waste or converts it to feed for local farms, and recycles cooking oil to make biodiesel. Through a student initiative, there are currently 11 buildings on campus with access to compost receptacles.  Compostables are taken to the farm at Zena Forest.
	Text72: Several student- and staff-led initiatives seek improvements in campus waste reduction. In 2007 the student government sustainability committee sponsored a Waste Reduction Competition among the residence halls on campus.Bon Appetit reduced post-consumer food waste by 35 percent in 2007-08 by using one-component meal stations that encourage guests to create one plate with exactly what they want and can eat. Bon Appetit is piloting a project to eliminate trays at dinner — trayless evenings have cut post-consumer waste as much as 55 percent on those nights. Bon Appetit also charges 25 cents for to-go containers as a way to encourage customers to use reusable plates instead.
	Text73: The campus recycling program coordinates donation of unwanted furniture to local nonprofits. Donation bin locations are posted and we ask that the student donate all usable school supplies to local schools (over 150lbs last year) and clothing goes to either the Union Gospel Mission or to a group that assists foster kids. Donations totaled more than 6 pick up loads last year. Additionally, a campus “Sharecat” website allows community members to  sell, trade, recycle and reuse unwanted items throughout the year, similar to Craig’s List.
	Text74: Sustainability is at the center of what we do as an institution seeking to live by our shared motto, "Not unto ourselves alone are we born." Citing these values and our legacy of principled learning and service, President M. Lee Pelton created the Sustainability Council in the fall of 2004, quickly followed by the Council on Diversity and Social Justice and the Center for Sustainable Communities. The university community is not satisfied to conceive of sustainability as merely an ecological or economic concept.  "We believe communities are truly sustainable when they are equitable, inclusive and based on a foundation of social justice," Pelton says. <http://www.willamette.edu/councils/sustainability/info/01_letter.htm>Recent strategic planning efforts reaffirm our commitment to these values, identifying sustainability as a "key initiative."
	Text75: The university provides support the faculty Chair of the University Sustainability Council, and the director of the Center for Sustainable Communities, as well as a .5  FTE administrative coordinator position for the Center for Sustainable Communities and 2 FTE recycling specialists in Facilities.  The WU Sustainability Council iscomprised primarily of volunteer students, faculty, administrators and staff.
	Text76: In 2007 Willamette President M. Lee Pelton signed the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment, promising that Willamette will aggressively decrease the carbon footprint of its campus. Willamette has committed to cutting the university's energy consumption in half by 2020 and is currently shaping strategies for making these reductions.
	Text77: Yes.  We have completed inventories for the `07-`08 and `08-`09 academic years.  The `07-`08 report is available online <http://www.willamette.edu/councils/sustainability/reports/0708InventoryReport.pdf>, soon to be joined by the `08-`09 report.
	Text78: `08-`09 emissions were 428 MTeCO2 lower than in `07-`08 a reduction of approximately 2.4%.
	Text79: General information about Willamette's endowment holdings is available to anyone upon request through the financial affairs office.  Specific information about endowment holdings is not made available to the public.
	Text80: No.  
	Text81: One of Willamette's investment managers is completely invested in renewable energy funds, and others may have holdings in this area. When the university selects investment managers to assist in achieving its endowment goals, if the investment performance history and other qualifications of leading candidates are comparable, the university will favor the candidate having investment criteria which include sustainability or social responsibility factors. Also, Willamette's Endowment Fund provides donors with at least one investment option with managers having investment criteria which include sustainability or social responsibility factors.
	Text82: Many students have carried out important projects as part of an annual Sustainability Grant competition.  See <http://www.willamette.edu/councils/sustainability/info/09_grantrecip.htm> and <http://www.willamette.edu/councils/sustainability/archives>.  In addition, Albert Wright and Jeff Bennett helped evaluate the potential for wind energy on campus by building a wind turbine and installing it on the roof of the Collins Science Complex. <http://willamette.edu/people/archives/2010/03/turbine.html> Peter Henry and Katy Giombolini have helped engage the campus in a dialogue about food by founding the Willamette Compost Society and the Alternative Agriculture Community <http://www.willamette.edu/centers/csc/zena/farm/clubs/>.  In fall `09, graduate students in the Law and Management schools helped evaluate financial and legal challenges of on-campus energy development.
	Text83: As part of Sustainability Month  <http://www.willamette.edu/centers/csc/>, Willamette sororities are currently engaged in Eco-Olympics in which they compete to reduce natural gas and water consumption.Since 2000, WU students and faculty have participated in the Bike Commute Challenge.  Results have varied.
	Text84: The Martha Springer Botanical Garden, nestled between the athletic center and the Mill Race, is a haven both for people and wildlife. Expanded in 2008, the garden includes native plants cultivated to provide food andhabitat for indigenous squirrels and hummingbirds.Zena Forest, Willamette's research station, is 305 acres of ecologically diverse and historically significant land. Willamette will protect, restore, manage and enhance the natural resources and ecosystem services of Zena, following an adaptive ecosystem management model in conjunction with community partners. (willamette.edu/centers/csc/zena)
	Text85: As of January 2010, the decision has been undertaken to order and use only cleaning products that are certified sustainable.  The only exception to this policy will be for the purposes of a general restorative cleaning undertaken once each year.
	Text86: The Biology and Environmental Science departments make extensive use of outdoor labs, including Zena Forest.  Sustainable agriculture and forestry classes are offered at Zena Forest, including summer post-session courses (willamette.edu/centers/csc/zena/sustainable_ag).  Student organizations include:   the Rod and Reel Club; the Outdoors Club;  Environmental Community Outreach Society (ECOS);  ASWU sustainability committee; the Alternative Agriculture Community; and the Compost Society.  Students are also integrally involved in the efforts of the Sustainability Council and the Center for Sustainable Communities.
	Text87: o Fall 2009, Willamette University entered into a partnership with Moyano Leadership group to assess the potential to expand on-campus renewable energy generation projects. o Over the summer of 2009, Ford Hall, a LEED Gold certified building, was constructed.  During construction 93.5% of construction waste was recycled.  o As of January 2010, the decision has been undertaken to order and use only cleaning products that are certified sustainable.The only exception to this policy will be for the purposes of a general restorative cleaning undertaken once each year. o In spring 2009, a 180 gallon composter was installed adjacent to the Putnam University Center and has been used to compost coffee grounds generated by the campus coffee shop. o `08-`09 carbon emissions related to Reunion Weekend and all Center for Sustainable Communities were offset.
	Text88: o Willamette's grounds crew has recently applied for organic certification.  The crew has reduced Willamette's use of pesticides and synthetic fertilizers by at least 95 percent in the past three years. through techniques that include weeding by hand, using beds of wood chips to limit weed growth, using heat as a substitute for herbicide over small areas, controlling weeds with vinegar, using oils that suffocate insects instead of chemical pesticides, intentionally cultivating "good" insects to get rid of "bad" ones, reusing coffee grounds in planting beds, and applying compost tea as a natural fertilizer. The crew also strives to landscape with native plant species and switched to smaller engines on its machinery to reduce carbon emissions.o Willamette also integrates equity into its sustainability goals, which are governed by the four E's: education, environment, equity and economics. Willamette's focus on equity is based on the belief that sustainability also encompasses the planet's human communities. Willamette hosts numerous equity-related lectures and discussions on campus, and students spent 65,000 hours each year volunteering in Salem and in communities across the country through initiatives such as the Take a Break alternative spring break service program. Willamette has a Council on Diversity and Social Justice to bring attention to these issues, and professors address numerous equity questions in the classroom and through research. In addition, the university currently ranks 12th in the nation among small undergraduate schools producing the highest number of Peace Corp volunteers.o Willamette is replacing its gas-powered work vehicles with electric vehicles, and hybrids are used for campus security vehicles.oWillamette has two environmentally oriented residence halls (Terra House and Kaneko Commons), and several residence halls have established student-led sustainability committees. oThe campus hosts numerous sustainability-related events, including the Dempsey Lecture Series on Environmental Issues and many talks and workshops sponsored by The Center for Sustainable Communities  <http://www.willamette.edu/centers/csc/> and an annual Sustainability Month <http://www.willamette.edu/councils/sustainability/events/sustmonth2010.htm> o Each year the Sustainability Council and Center for Sustainable Communities sponsor a Sustainability Retreat bringing together 40+ students, faculty, staff, and administrators to discuss campus-related sustainability issues <http://www.willamette.edu/councils/sustainability/info/retreat.htm>.o Each year the Sustainability Council and the Center for Sustainable Communities sponsor a variety of student, faculty, staff projects  <http://www.willamette.edu/councils/sustainability/info/grantrecip.htm>, <http://www.willamette.edu/centers/csc/fac_grants_awards/>, and <http://www.willamette.edu/centers/csc/stu_grants_awards/>o In 2008 the National Wildlife Federation recently recognized Willamette University as first in the nation for engagement in sustainability activities.


